


Norwegian artist, Sten Are Sandbeck utilizes his
solid background in painting for spatial, political and
social interventions. His works combine a strong feel
for nature and the environment with an expressive
and existential, sometimes seemingly aggressive
style. On closer inspection, however, there is always a
hidden, quirky layer of poetry in his works.

www.stenaresandbeck.no

Nghé si ngudi Na Uy, Sten Are Sandbeck van dung
nén tdng vimg chéc vé hoi hoa ctia minh dé tao nén
su can thiép vé khong gian, chinh tri va xa hoi. Cac
tac phdm clta anh két hgp cdm quan manh mé vé
thién nhién va méi trudng, dugc biéu thi véi phong
cach mang tinh biéu hién, khang dinh va doi khi c6
vé cdng kich. Néu nhin sau xa hon, cac tdc pham cla
nghé si nay luén bang bac chét tho, pha chut giéu
cot.
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Sten Are Sandbeck’s project was launched at the
SUPER STRUCTURES closing event. Sixty large self-
inking stamps were offered free to take from a
cardboard box placed under a crudely hand painted
wall text, reading in Vietnamese: Ban khong thich
dugc vay sao?, meaning: Wouldn't you like to be
one?. The red imprints appearing from the stamps
outline a simple unisex figure, its level of abstraction
slightly resembling that of corporate logos or icons.

A sheet of paper on the box containing the stamps
stated a short instruction: “Please take a stamp. Make
imprints wherever you go around in Ho Chi Minh
City. Look out for identical marks.”

Following the project launch and the artist’s
departure from HCM City small signifiers have started
to appear scattered around the city, as evidence of
the new community of stamps holders.

The graphic symbol can signify group belonging and
an adherence or opposition to authority or a certain
set of values. As used in both private and public
spheres, the sign (as logo or icon) may in some cases
detach from its initial context and representation,
creating new substructures, and obtaining a life of
its own.

Stamps serve to verify the authorization of
documents such as certificates and permissions by
identifying the institution. Hence, a stamp-imprint
may simultaneously signify and empower its own
domain.

Mét, 2008

60+12 75x38 mm con dau c6 mucin
Thling bia cting ¢6 16i huéng dan
Cht viét trén tudng

Du an cua Sten Are Sandbeck dugc gidi thiéu nhu sy
kién khép lai SUPER STRUCTURES. Sdu mugi con déu
¢6 muc in ¢& to dugc tang mién phi cho ngudi tham
gia. Chiing dugc dat trong moét cai hop bia cliing nam
dudi dong chit viét tay tho so trén tudng: Ban khéng
thich dugc vay sao? Nhiing dau in mau dé tao bai cac
con ddu phéac hoa moét hinh hai don gian khong cé
gidi tinh xac dinh.

Tam gidy dan trén hop c6 mot I6i huéng dan ngén
gon: “Hay ldy mot con dau. In 1én bat cd ngi nao ban
téi trong Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh. Hay chd y nhiing
ddu hiéu giéng nhau.”

Sau khi dy an dugc khai dong, va nghé sy roi T.P HCM,
cac dau in bat dau xuat hién rai rac quanh thanh phé,
ddu hiéu dé chiing td6 moét cong dong nhiing ngudi
nam gilt con dau mdi dang hinh thanh.

Ky hiéu dé hoa 8y c6 thé |a biéu hién cila mot nhém
ngudi gan két véi nhau; hodc tng hé, hodc thé hién
su déi lap v6i ngudi c6 thdm quyén hay tugng trung
cho mot sé gid tri nhat dinh. Pugc duing trong khéng
gian ca nhan va céng cong, ddu hiéu dy (nhu biéu
trung hay biéu tugng) trong mét vai trudng hap, cé
thé tach khdi ngli cdnh va tinh tugng trung ban dau
clia no, tao nén moét nén mdéng mdi, va séng cudc
s6ng riéng clia chinh né.

Con d4u thudng dugc dung dé phuc vu cho viéc xac
minh tinh x4c thuc cla gidy t& nhu van bang hay gidy
phép clia co quan céng quyén. Do d6, dau in cé thé
déng thai biéu thi va thé hién quyén luc trong pham
vi clia n6.
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STEN ARE SANDBECK

MXt, 2008

60+12 75x38 mm con dXu cX
micin

Th¥ng b Xng X IXi hXXng dXn
ChiX vilt tr¥in tXX¥ng
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STEN ARE SANDBECK

One, 2008

60+12 75x38 mm self-inking
stamps

cardboard box with instructions
wall text
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