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Working Vietnam

Project proposal + 5 A4 prints

SUPER STRUCTURES



Lone Bank and Tania Rau (formerly of Bank, Malbek
& Rau) have criss-crossed between painting, spatial
design and fashion. Often working in spatial
installations, the objects they develop have a
strongly painterly and ornamental appearance. At
the same time they twist depiction and expectations,
deliberately reducing objects to two-dimensional
flatness. Their projects have an open interface to the
audience, often by creating environments that invite
the visitors with a leisurely relaxed mood.

www.kunstdk.dk/kunstner/bank_rau

Lone Bank va Tania Rau (ban dau la Bank, Malbek &
Rau) hoat déng chéo nhau trong cac linh vuc nhu héi
hoa, thiét ké khéng gian va thdi trang. Thudng lam
viéc vé khong gian sdp dat, nhing vat thé ho phat
trién c6 bé ngoai mang tinh trang tri va mang dam
ca tinh nghé sy clia cac tac gia. Ho bép méo tinh ta
thuc lan su mong doi clia khan gia, c6 tinh don gian
cac vat thé thanh mat phang hai chiéu. Cac du an ctia
ho m&i goi ngudi xem tham gia trong khéng khi thu
gian, nhan nha.

Bank & Rau made a research trip to Ho Chi Minh City in
2007, but were not able to travel again to realize their
proposal during SUPER STRUCTURES due to funding
limitations. Their project proposal, which is closely related
to two projects they realized in Copenhagen, Violet Society
from 2007 and A Woman's Touch from 2008, was on view
for guests at SUPER STRUCTURES Phase II.

Bank & Rau da lam mot chuyén khao sat & Sai Gon
vao nam 2007 nhung da khéng thé quay lai mét lan
niia dé thyc hién du an trong thoi gian dién ra SUPER
STRUCTRURES do han ché vé ngan sach. Du an dé xuat
cla ho, vén lién quan mat thiét t6i hai du an ho da thuc
hién tai Copenhagen la Xa héi Tim xanh ti nam 2007 va
M6t cdi cham clia Phu nir tir nam 2008, da dugc trung bay
cho ngudi xem tai SUPER STRUCTRURES Dot II.



Texts from project proposal prints:
Van ban trich ti ban in cGia Dy an dé xuat:

Open Door

During spring 2007 we went on a research
trip to HCM City, Vietnam. What struck us
most during our stay was the transparent
architecture of the city and the open living
structure, seemingly without privacy—
daily activities spread out from the home,
right onto the streets. The transparency
seemed higher the lower the living
standard.

‘THE DOOR IS OPEN, THE HEAT IS OUT.
WE'RE NOT HOME. WE'RE ON SCHEDULE,
THE BROOM IS IN THE CLOSET’

COTTON STRING AND PAINTED WOOD -
BANK & RAU 2008

image credits: 01, 02. Nishizawa Tomoko
03. detail © Bank & Rau
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Cilra M&

Chung t6i da o6 1 chuyén khao sat thuc té
tai TP HCM, Viét Nam, vao mla xuan nam
2007. Céi gdy an tugng manh mé nhat
trong thdi gian & d6 la mé hinh kién tric
trong suét clia thanh phé va cau tric sinh
séng ma, c6 vé la khéng cé su riéng tu
nao—nhing sinh hoat doi thudng tran ra
khéi nha, ma toang ngay trén dudng phé.
Mic s6ng cang thap, dudng nhu cudc séng
cang dé nhin xuyén suét.

‘CUA DANG MG, CAI NONG TAN BIEN.
CHUNG TOI KHONG & NHA. CHUNG TOI
DANG DI LAM, CAI CHOI THI G TRONG TU
DAY VAI VA GO SON - BANK & RAU 2008



Looks

Our work for SUPER STRUCTURES is about the
everyday and identity. In Vietnam, everyday life
is dominated by humdrum affairs. In Denmark
the main driving force is personal identity.

“THE NURSE”
COTTON STRING AND PAINTED WOOD - BANK &
RAU 2008

"EVERYTHING IS BETWEEN US. BUT WHO ARE
YOU?”

COLOURED MDF, VIETNAMESE SILK WITH
STENCILS, COTTON TWIST AND SCREWS - BANK
& RAU 2007

Quan niém

Tac phadm ctia chiing t6i cho SUPER STRUCTURES
1a vé cai thudng ngay, va nét dac trung. G Viet
Nam, cuéc séng hang ngay dugc vay kin béi
nhiing viéc nham chéan. G Pan Mach, dong luc
chinh Ia dac trung cé nhan.

YTA
DAY VAIVA GO SON - BANK & RAU 2008

“MOITHU XEN GIUA TA NHUNG BAN LA Al?”

GO MDF MAU, TO LUA VIET, KHUON, DAY CO-
TONG VAN XOAN VA OC VIT - BANK & RAU 2007

image credits: 04, 05, 06. details © Bank & Rau
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BANK & RAU

Viét Nam Nang Bong
Dy an dé xuat + 5 trang
in A4



Floating Bed

The home is a stage, where both professional and
domestic activities are played out in front of passers-
by.

In Denmark it is the opposite. Here public space
is dominated by facades, which give a formal
representation of the status and function of what is
behind the facade.

‘TWO COLD FRIED EGGS IN AN UNMADE BED, HAD TO
RUN OUT THE DOOR’

COTTON STRING AND PAINTED WOOD - BANK & RAU
2008

Chiéc Giudng Lo Liing
Nha & la mot san khau, & d6 ca nhiing hoat déng
chuyén nghiép lan noi trg déu dugc phaoi bay trudc
mat ngudi qua dudng.

& Dan Mach, moi thit déu nguoc lai. & day, noi cong
cdng bi ché ngu bang nhimng mat tién nha la dai dién
chinh thic cho dia vi va chiic nang clia nhitng gi dang
sau né.

2 CAI TRUNG CHIEN NGUOI NGAT TREN CHIEC
GIUONG BUA BON, PHAI CHAY RA KHOI CUA'
DAY VAI VA GO SON - BANK & RAU 2008
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BANK & RAU

Working Vietnam
project proposal + 5 A4
prints



excerpt from SUPER STRUCTURES catalogue, a little blah blah (albb), 2009

xt © albb, 2009
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Work
Our project proposal is titled Ultra & Violet in Vietnam /
Ultra and Violet at Work / Working Vietnam.

We will play the roles of Ultra & Violet, two fictional
characters that have come to play a bigger and
bigger role in our recent work. We will wear work
uniforms, designed for the performance, and we will
thereby be recognizable in the city. The performance
will take place in a rented family home in HCM
City. We will live and work there for the duration of
SUPER STRUCTURES. We will pass the days making
improvements to the house, shopping and cooking.
Cleaning and laundry has to be done as well. Through
these daily routines we will develop exclusive and
personal objects. These objects will find a place and
function inside and outside the house in HCM City.
The objects will be manufactured from some of the
countless mass-produced goods that overflow in the
streets of HCM City, where everywhere is a market.

Bank & Rau

‘THE OVERWHELMING FULLNESS OF THE PHYSICAL
WORLD. THE BURSTING STOMACH OF OUR
OVERSATURATED SOCIETY’

COLORED MDF WITH STENCILS, FURNITURE FABRIC
WITH STENCILS, VIETNAMESE SILK WITH STENCILS
AND SCREWS - 2007

image credits: 07. detail © Bank & Rau

Cong Viéc

Du kién cho dé an cua chiing t6i dugc mang tén Ultra
& Violet & Viét Nam/ Ultra & Violet trong cong viéc / Viét
Nam Nédng Bong

*Chir Ultra dugc hiéu nhu “cdi Siéu” va chir Violet dugc
hiéu cd nhu mau tim ciing nhu tén cta cdc cé gdi trong
tiéng Anh hodc la tén mét lodi hoa. Su két hgp cua hai
cha nay gan giéng nhu tir Ultra-violet light, trong tiéng
viét ¢c6 nghia la Tia cuc tim. Clng trong tdc phdm nay,
ho sé st dung tia cuc tim nhu mét trong nhiing céng cu
déthé hien.

Chung t6i sé vao vai Ultra & Violet, 2 nhan vat tiéu
thuyét da va dang dong vai trd ngay cang I6n hon
trong nhiing tac phdm gan day ctia chiing téi. Ching
toi s& mac dong phuc lam viéc dugc thiét ké cho
buéi biéu dién, va tir dé ching téi sé dé dugc nhan
biét trong thanh phé. Budi biéu dién sé dién ra trong
mét gia dinh dugc thué trong T.P HCM. Chung t6i sé
s6ng va lam viéc & d6 trong qua trinh dién ra SUPER
STRUCTURES. Ngay qua ngay chuing tdi sé cai thién lai
can nha, mua sdm va ndu nuéng. Don dep va giat gil
chuiing t6i cing phai ty lam. Théng qua nhiing viéc
thudng ngay nay chung toi sé phat trién nhiing vat
dung ca nhan doc dao khéng ai c6. Nhitng dé diing
nay sé trd nén dat dung va can thiét cho ca bén trong
1an bén ngoai nhiing ngéi nha & T.P HCM. Nhing vat
dung nay sé dugc san xuat tir s6 cac hang hod dugc
san xudt hang loat, ban tran ngap trén nhiing con
dudng 6 T.P HCM, noi ma dau dau cling la cho.

Bank & Rau

‘SU TRAN NGAP CUA THE GIGI VAT CHAT. CAl BUNG
DAY AP CUA CAI XA HOI BAO HOA CUA CHUNG TA'
GO MDF MAU VGI MAY CAl KHUON, NOI THAT DAN
DET VGI MAY CAI KHUON, TO LUA VIET NAM VGI MAY
CAI KHUON VA OC VIT - 2007
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